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A text face—i.e., a font designed for body text—has to be 
relatively subdued, so that over many pages, it won’t wear out its 
welcome. ⁂ A display face, by contrast, has different challenges. First, 
a display face may only get a couple words to work with, so it can’t 
afford to be boring. Second, display faces have to work well at both large 
and small sizes (for items like business cards and letterhead). Third, 
a display face needs to contrast with nearby fonts, whether serif or 
sans. ⁂ When I started designing AdvocAte in 2012, I thought I was 
just making a condensed sans family. But as I studied my favorite display 
faces of the last hundred years, I noticed they all shared a low-contrast, 
square-shouldered structure. ⁂ Which made me wonder—couldn’t 

AdvocAte cover more territory? Why not a wide version? Why not a 
slab-serif version? (Among type designers, this is the traditional method 
of justifying even the most ludicrous mission creep.) With that, years 
passed. ⁂ But now, here it is—an all-caps display family built on a 
common skeleton that covers three widths, three weights, and both sans 
and slab serif. AdvocAte is suitable for many traditional display roles—
the aforementioned business cards and letterhead, and also logos, titles, 
posters, and signage—with enough stylistic diversity that you can always 
find the right voice for the project at hand. I hope you have as much 
fun using it as I had making it.      — matthew butterick

SqUArE-SHOULdErEd LETTErS ArE   

ALSO A MAINSTAy Of HANd-pAINTEd 

AMErIcAN cOMMErcIAL SIgNS

though fonts classified as dISPLAY FAceS are often used at larger sizes than  
teXt FAceS, their defining characteristic is not scale, but rather PerSonALItY.
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You wouldn’t want to read a book 
in all caps. But for display work, 
nothing packs the same punch. 
Advocate’s 18 styles are designed 
to complement each other. Each 
style has both full-sized and small 
caps, plus vertically centered 
small caps. By mixing styles, you 
can evoke a range of typographic 
moods—from sober to playful.
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cruLLErbomb
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 cApS cApS + SMALL cApS SMALL cApS

ADvOCATE C41 hAD RiNglETS 01&2 had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADvOCATE C51 hAD RINgLETS 01&2 had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADVOCAtE C61 HAD RINGLEtS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
AdvOcATE c43 HAd rINGLETS 01&2 Had ringlets 01&2 had ringlets 01&2 
ADVocAte c53 HAD riNgLetS 01&2 Had ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
AdVOCATE C63 HAd RINGLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
AdVOcATE c45 HAd rINgLETS 01&2 Had ringlets 01&2 had Ringlets 01&2 
AdvOcATE c55 HAd RINglETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had ringlets 01&2 
AdvocAte c65 HAd Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADVOcATE SLAB c41 HAD RINGLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 had ringlets 01&2 
ADVOcATE SLAB c51 HAD RINGLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 had ringlets 01&2 
AdVOCATE SLAB C61 HAd RINgLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
AdvOCATE SlAB C43 HAd RINglETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 had ringlets 01&2 
AdVOCATE SLAB C53 HAd RINgLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADvOcAtE SLAB c63 HAD RINgLEtS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADVOCATE sLAb C45 HAD rInGLETs 01&2 Had ringlets 01&2 had ringlets 01&2 
AdvOcATE SLAb c55 HAd RiNGLETS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 
ADvOcAtE SLAb c65 HAD RiNGLEtS 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2 Had Ringlets 01&2

 18 STylES for $99 All styles are included in the standard Advocate package. Each style has small caps in the lowercase positions. You also get a Mid 
version of each style (with vertically centered small caps as the defaults) and a Tab version (with tabular figures as the defaults). 
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hEliUm and
hYDROgEN llc 
public Relations &
Reputation ManageMent
 “We’ll lift you up!”

CéliNe VoN NeuMANN
Vp, client seRVices
1425 buena Vista blVd.
RiVeRside ca 94451
800-555-9878
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bedley 
& ball
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white-collar 

criminal defense

inez queRcio
managing partner
inez@bbblaw.com 

213 555 7531

State of california

FrancHise Tax Board

desmond Freenbean Jr.
lead investigator, dep’t of cHicanery 

310-555-1028 x351 dlprice@ftb.gov

ThE Big NOWhERE Real estate
  discReet Relocations since 1952

L. roy AnnunzIAto lead agent, soutHeRn diV.
 551-b aztec paRkWay  santa claRita ca  92047

vanessa manganese
ceo & chairman of the board
vanessa@roxylabs.com
323.555.2668 x59

  RoXY LABS
  926 paper st los angeles ca 90027

So you don’t have the budget for a logo designer? 
You can still do better than noodling around with the 
system fonts already on your computer. Advocate offers 
a versatile toolkit for creating typographic logos and 
related material, like business cards and letterhead.

IdENTITy
MAdE EASy
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uppercase A B c d E F G H I J K K L M N O P Q r R S T u v W X Y Z 
Á À Â Ä Ā Ã Å Ă Ą Æ Ç Ć Ċ Č Ð Ď É È Ê Ë Ē Ě Ė Ę Ğ Ġ Ģ
Ħ Í Ì Î Ï Ī İ Į Ķ Ķ Ł Ĺ Ļ Ľ Ŀ Ñ Ń Ň Ņ Ó Ò Ô Ö Õ Ō Ő Ø Œ Ŕ Ř Ŕ Ř 
Š Ś Ş Ș ẞ Ť Ţ Þ Ú Ù Û Ü Ū Ű Ů Ų Ẃ Ẁ Ŵ Ẅ Ý Ỳ Ŷ Ÿ Ž Ź Ż

lowercase  
(small caps)

a b c d e f g h i j k k l m n o p q r r s t u v w x y z 
á à â ä ā ã å ă ą æ ç ć ċ č ð ď é è ê ë ē ě ė ę ğ ġ ģ
ħ í ì î ï ī i į ķ ķ ł ĺ ļ ľ ŀ ñ ń ň ņ ó ò ô ö õ ō ő ø œ ŕ ř ŕ ř 
š ś ş ș ß ť ţ þ ú ù û ü ū ű ů ų ẃ ẁ ŵ ẅ ý ỳ ŷ ÿ ž ź ż

punctuation , . ; : … ! ¡ ? ¿ - – — ‘ ’ “ ” ‚ „ - – — ! ¡ ? ¿ ‘ ’ “ ” 
‹ › « » ( ) [ ] { } ′ ″ ‹ › « » ( ) [ ] { } ′ ″ 
& & *⁂ / \ @ _ § ¶ † ‡ • · ® © ℗ ™ & & * / \ @

figures &  
fractions

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
1/21/31/41/51/61/71/81/92/32/52/72/93/43/53/73/84/54/74/95/65/75/85/96/77/87/98/9

numerics $ ¢ £ ¥ € ¤ # %‰ ª º ° + − ± = ≠ × ÷ < > ≤ ≥

symbols | ¦ ^ ~ ∞ µ ∂ ∑ ∏ π ∫ Ω ¬ √ ƒ ≈ ∆ ◊ ← → ↑ ↓←→�� ★

Language support
Afrikaans, Albanian, Basque, Catalan, 
the Celtic languages (Welsh, Cornish, 
Breton, Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Manx), 
Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, 
English, Estonian, Finnish, French, 
Galician, German, Hungarian, 
Icelandic, Indonesian, Irish, Italian, 
Latvian, Lithuanian, Malay, Maltese, 
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish, 
Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Turkish

CHARACTERS
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Mccord’s laundry a jack søren novel

living in the age of broCCoLI p.k. hart

amy chang’s guide to the worst VIDEO GAMES of 1983 

COnsTELLATIOns of the sOUTHErn HEMIsPHErE

101 GOONS | an epic poem angela featherstone

tHe UlTiMATE MORON’S guide to 
buyINg dEpLEtEd urANIuM

tHUnDer & 
liGHtninG

Press

HOw TO wIN ARgUMENTS ON THE INTERNET without logic or evidence crossfield

MIStAKeS I HAve MAde (repeatedly) corey squelchmeister

AMERICAN TOMFOOlERy the complete series

vERTICAl 
REACH
Advocate’s small caps are 
available at two vertical 
positions: either the usual 
baseline alignment, or  
centered vertically on the full 
cap height. This gives you 
another set of typographic 
options and effects with a 
minimum of fiddling in your 
page-layout program.
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included fractions (frac), kerning (kern), localized forms for Catalan, Dutch, Polish, 
and Turkish (locl), numerators and denominators (numr & dnom), ordinals 
(ordn), small-cap forms (c2sc), stylistic sets (as shown below), superscripts and 
susbscripts (sups & subs), tabular figures (tnum), uppercase forms (case) 

alternate forms 
(stylistic set 1)

K→ K r→ R &→ & k→ k r→ r &→ &
rock & Kilometer → Rock & Kilometer

small forms 
(stylistic set 2)

A→ A m→ M N→ N v→ V W→ W a→ A M→ M n→ N V→ V W→ W
man WitH a NaVy van → MAN With A NAVy VAN

knockout arrows 
(stylistic set 8)

← ↑ → ↓ → ← ↑ → ↓

all small caps 
(stylistic set 10)

“We saw 83 ploveRs!” →  “we saw 83 ploveRs!”

mid-height caps 
(stylistic set 11) 

the nAME of a GAME  →  the nAME of a GAME

pLease note
These features can be accessed using 
either the standard OpenType fonts or 
the OpenType TT (TrueType-compatible) 
fonts. But all OpenType features, 
including stylistic sets, will only work if 
your page-layout program also supports 
the features you want to use. Check 
your manual or support website. Even 
if certain features aren’t supported, the 
fonts will still work in their default mode. 

OpENTypE FEATURES



FiLe formats 
Advocate is delivered in OpenType, OpenType TT 
(TrueType-compatible), and WOFF formats. Any 
format can be used with Windows or OS X.

License 
The license is refundable for 30 days. Discounted 
multi-user licenses available. Other conditions apply. 
For the full license, see mbtype.com/license.
 
where to buy mbtype.com 
Questions mb@mbtype.com

This type specimen was made with Adobe InDesign. 
The fonts are Advocate, Equity, and Concourse.
© 2015–19 Matthew Butterick d/b/a MB Type
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